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A writer in the Country Gentleman (Dr. A. A. 
Nichols) has started the question again respect- 
ing the most profitable mode of fattening pork- 
ers—whether corn or boiled meal is the best. 
Many pretty exact experiments have been tried on 
this question and more slipshod ones, and yet the 
query often comes up for discussion. 

We have recently heard it stated as a fact, 
that dry meal was better than either, fur the 
reason that it required more mixture of the 
saliva of the animal, and that in consequtnce, 
the gastric juice had easier action upon it when 
in the stomach, and digestion was more perfect. 
We do not know how this may be. It is, how- 
ever, evident to all, that as the assimilation of 
the nutritive properties of the food that we eat 
depends upon thorough digestion, it is esser tial 
that the condition of food eaten should be most 
favorable for this if we would receive the most 
benefit from it. But whether raw corn or boiled 
corn—dry meal or boiled meal, is best fitted for 
this, remains yet to be determined. 

The writer above named quotes the opinion of 
Hon. H. L. Ellsworth, who states, from such 
evidence as he could obtain, that corn grouud 
into meal and then cooked, is 150 per cent. better 
for fattening cattle and hogs than corn fed as 
they usually feed itat the West (in the field). 
In other words, putting corn at 50 cents per 
bushel to feed raw and unground, is worth ¢1.25 
if ground and boiled, or steamed. This differ- 
ence is one worth looking after. 

He also quotes Cassius M. Clay, who instituted 
a series of experiments in the feeding of cattle 
and hogs with corn in different fogms. His cort- 
clusions were as follows: In wake pork, one 
bushel of dry corn made 5 Ibs. and 5-16ths of 
pork ; boiled corn, 15 lbs. and 7-l6ths; and 
boiled meal made, in one instance, 16 Ibs. and 
7-16ths, and in another, nearly 18 Ibs. of pork. 
According to this the several values are: Dry 
corn is worth 45 cents, boiled corn $1.154, and 
boiled meal from $1.314 to $1.44, where pork is 
worth 8 cents per Ib. Or, one bushel of corn 
ground is worth three bushels of the dry unground. 

We do not know whether there have been tests, 
or comparative experiments made with feeding 
dry meal to hogs in the fattening process or not. 
It is worth a trial. 





A PROFITABLE COW. 


We saw, last winter, at the farm of Mr. Samuel 
Sutton of St. Dennis, in Maryland, among other 
good cows which he had, a polled or hornless 
cow, 12 years old, which bore the marks of hav- 
sng been a very excellent milker. She was a 
grade, and probably belonged to that variety of the 
Galloway race culled Angus crossed by a Dur- 
ham. Mr. Sutton said he had considered her the 
best cow in Maryland, and at our request, fur- 
nished us with the followimg statement of what 
she did in the dairy line during the year 1852: 

‘* Hornless cow, Potty, was sired by a pure 
Durham bull; her dam was a native hornless cow. 
I give below my daughter Martha’s account, 
from book : 


TROUBLESOME HENS. 


A correspondent whose newly set vines and 
other garden preparations are disturbed by his 
neighbors’ hens, sends us a communication laying 
down the lew; or as he calls it, ** the approved 
and practical Statute,’’ as follows: 

Section 1. On theeappearance of hens in the 
garden, the owner shall be notified. 

Section 2. On their second appearance they 
shall be killed and thrown over the fence to the 
owner. 

Section 3. On their third appearance, the 
offenders shall be killed and eaten [unless too 
tough and poor.] 

The correspondent adds: ‘‘hens do more harm 
inthe fall than in the spring. I shall operate 
under the third section.”’ May the hens be ‘fat 
and sleek.’’ 





HERB TANNIN. 

It is but recently that we were made acquaint- 
ed with the value of Sweet Fern for tanning pur- 
poses. It has been proved to be better than oak 
or hemlock bark, and boots and shoes from leath- 
er tanned with the fern are rapidly coming into 
use in Maine, where the fern abounds. 

Another herb has been discovered in Iowa, 
known as the ‘‘ dog fennel.’’ It is described as 
a weed of disagreeable smell, which grows abun- 
dantly where the farmers would rather see grass, 
and has been regarded asa nuisance. It is now 
found to abound in /annin, and sells for $l5 a 
ton. The leather tanned with it looks well, and 
is expected to wear well. 





aaa 





For the Maine Farmer. 
PLOWING QUERIES. 

Mr. Eptror :—Have you or any of your cor- 
respondents had any experience in summer fal- 
lowing interval or alluvial lands for the purpose 
of enriching it! if so, what was the result? Is 
there any danger of the summer heat injuring the 
unprotected soil? This objection is urged by 
some against turning under what there may be of 
grass and weeds in the summer months, as a ren- 
ovation. 

Is there ground reasonably to expect the same 
or like good results from subsoil pllowing upon 
alluvial bottom that there is upon up-land and 
stiff clayey bottom, where the productiveness has 
been greatly reduced by excessive cropping, be- 
ing cultivated to the depth of 4 or 6 inches at the 
most, and below this a hard crust formed, almost 
impenetrable, from 2 to 4 inches in thickness? 

It is held by many (I do not call to mind any 
scientific, book farmers, as they are often called), 
farmers though, that if you break up this artifi- 

















1852. Butter—lbs. Price, per lb. 
January, 38 314 $11 874 
February, 35 314 10 933 
March, 314 3! 9 76 


Within the above 3 months she gave 406 galls 
and 1 quart of milk, which I value at 64 cts. 


per gallon, skimmed, 25 374 
April, 28 314 8 75 
Am’t skimmed milk, 105 galls., at 6jc., 6 563 
May, 40 31 12 654 
do. do. 155 galls, at 6je., 9 183 
June, 72 lbs. cheese sold at 12}c. 9 00 
The whey I value at 5 00 
July, 274 25 6 874 
0. do. 115 galls., 3 qts. 1 pt. 7 25 
August, 37 - 25 9 25 
do. do. 120 galls., 1 pint, 7 50 
Sept., 30 25 7 50 
: do. do. 75 galls., 4 (83 
Oct., 24 23 6 00 
do. do. 69 galls., 3 quarts, 4 05 
Nov., 193 28 5 39 
do. do. 344 galls., 2 15 
Dec., 18} 28 5 ll 
do. do. 27 galls., 1 pint, 1 694 


Lbs. butter, 400} 4837 quarts milk. 


Heifer calf, sold to daughter, 8 00 
Polly’s butter took first premium at Maryland 
State Fair, 
$190 56 


I believe the above to be purely correct. 
SamvugL Sutton.” 





LONG BILLED BEES. 


We see it stated in some of the journals 
that a consignment of bees from Lombardy in 
Italy, has been shipped from [lavre to the Ag- 
ricultural Bureau at Washington. If Italian 
bees are smarter than Yankee bees, they are 
very different from the people where they are 
bred. It is claimed for them that they are larger 
—have longer bills, and can therefore pump hon- 
ey from deeper or longer flowers than our bees. 
Can they beat our ‘*dumble bees’’ in this respect ? 

It is also said that the product of an old hive 
of this variety is sometimes 150 Ibs. of honey in a 
season. We suspect this depends altogether on 
the size of the hive and number of bees) We 
have known large swarms of Yankee bees to do 
that. However, good luck to them. They are 
to be bred for a few years and then ‘distributed. 
We wish that the Bureau would try the experi- 
ment with the stingless bees of South America. 
Some experiments tried with them in New York 








failed, but we think it well to try it again. 


THE QUEEN BEE. 


The theory of apiarists is, that all the eggs of 
bees are laid by the Queen Bee, which never 
leaves her hive to work elsewhere. But the writer 
of this recently found some comb lodged under- 
neath the platform on which his hives stand, 
occupied by young bees which bad hatched in 
those exposed cells. The Queen Bee must have 
‘* worked out of doors”’ in this case. 








Frxpinc Surep versus Beeves. Mechi, who is 
a highly enligthened and practical English agri- 
culturalist, says he is convinced that beef must 


sell at 20 per cent higher than mutton to make 
them pay alike. 


cial ‘*pan,’’ the soil will leack badly and conse- 
quently that most of the dressings that are ap- 
plied will be lost entirely, and hence good crops 
can then only be raised by repeated top dressings. 
Where was this artificial pan in their virgin state? 
may properly be asked. 

Will the crops be slower in maturing upon the 
deep tilled land the first year, if even it is worked 
early in the preceeding autumn, than upon that 
worked its usual depth ? 

After making due allowance for different kinds 
of soils, which is considered the best practice in 
sub-soil plowing where the soil is from one to 
three feet in depth, to bring up a portion of the 
sub-soil furrow to the top and completely mix it 
with that which has been greatly exhausted and 
worn out, as it is called, by cropping, or to only 
break up and pulverize to the same depth, and 
leave the sub-soil, thus worked, in its original 
place, and continue to use about the same surface 
soil ? 

Both of these modes are in voyage, and prac- 
ticed according to the kind of sub-soil plow used. 


i Hence, the best kind should be procured when we 


learn which is the best way. 


October 1859. Em Tree Farm. 





For the Maine Farmer. 
CULTURE OF THt GRAPE. 

Mr. Epitor:—The culture of the grape isa 
very simple matter, and is within the reach of 
any one who can procure a vine and has a patch 
of ground that will raise good corn and a large 
crop. Professional gardeners would seem to make 
one believe, that without following the method 
laid down by them, success is out of the question; 
but it should be recollected that they write and 
work generally for people who have more money 
that practical knowledge. The digging of a 
trench three or four,feet deep, and filling it with 
all manner of things, such as bones, scraps of 
leather, and everything else that may in time be 
converted into manure, is believed to be quite un- 
necessary. Nature does no such thing. Go into 
the forest of a grape growing country, and ob- 
serve the mode of their growth. Amongst the 
trees you will often find them some fifty feet 
high—aye, to the tops of the trees, to get a peep 
at the sun, which is of more importance to them 
than any trenching—their only manure being the 
leaves of the forest. All that is requisite, is to 
prepare the land by deep trenching, for the pur- 
pose of drainage; manure it with well-ripened 
compost, as for corn, and perhaps a little better ; 
let the situation of the vines be whére they will 
have not only the sun in the morning but in the 
afternoon. Select such varieties as will ripen 
early, without regard to names or the high prices 
put upon them by the originators, a very few 
of which live in the public estimation more than 
afew years. It is absurd to pay three or four 
dollars for a vine that can be grown at a profit 
for twenty-five cents. Every farmer should and 
can have a vine, and a whole one. Acricona. 





For the Maine Farmer. 
HARD TO BE BEAT. 

Mr. Epiror:—Mr. William Fessenden, a worthy 
and enterprising agriculturist of South Bridgton, 
raised, during the past season, ninety and three- 
fourths bushels of carrots on little less than one- 
tenth of anacre. This surpasses anything we 
have ever heard of in the line of carrot raising, 
and almost defies competition. A. H. J. 

Brunswiek, Nov. 5, 1859. . 





Fire-Proor. An apparatus, consisting of gloves 
made of amianthus, a kind of filamentous, in- 
combustible mineral, a helmet of the same ma- 
terial fitting into another pf wire gauze, and a 
shield, besides other garments of these materials, 
has recently been invented in Paris to protec- 
firemen from being burned under otherwise great 
exposure. Numerous experiments prove the ap- 





paratus to be very valuable. 





For the Maine Farmer. 
LITCHFIELD FARMERS’ CLUB. 

Mr. Epiror—Dear Sir:—The farmers of this 
town organized a Farmers’ Club, the 9th of 
March last. Barnabas Springer, President, Rob- 
ert L. Gilman, Vice President, and Josiah True, 
Secretary. Since our organization, we have held 
frequent meetings, both interesting and useful. 
On Tuesday, the llth inst., there was held a 
Cattle Show and Fair at the Town House. There 
were present over ninety yoke of oxen and steers, 
many of them of the first quality; cows and 
heifers, creditable to our farmers; a two-year-old 
bull, of Stephen Weston—best in the State, as 
per Report Committee at State Show; a one-year- 
old bull of George Wyman, excellent ; a very fine 
bull calf by Benj. Berry, and a very good one by 


and a very splendid pair of matched steer calves 
by J. Mitchell & Son, which attracted particular 
notice. Our exhibition of horses and colts would 
compare with our County Shows, first best. 

The sheep and swine although not large told 
well for the number. 

The exhibition of apples was large, and very 
fine. Mr. Woodman True presented fifteen vari- 
eties, and others a lessnumber, But I must say, 
the whole exceeded any apple exhibition that I 
ever attended. 

There were but three entries of grapes, all 
those of fine quality. 

Field and garden vegetables—Many varieties, 
very large and beautiful. 

Twenty-six entries of corn—all of the finest 
quality; and much praise is due the tillers of the 
soil in that direction. 

Butter and cheese, but a few lots presented, all 
very nice. The Committee could not make a dis- 
tinction. Mach credit is due the farmer’s wives 
in that branch of industry. 

Household manufactures, and fancy articles, 
for so short a time allowed to prepare, far ex- 
ceeded our expectation. 

Mr. Jacob Emerson exhibited some very fine 
apple-trees suitable for setting, from his nursery 
of two thousand trees. 

The day was fine, our Committees prompt, and 
everything passed off quietly and satisfactory to 
all. Josiau True, See. 

Litchfleld, Oct. 31st, 1859. 





FALL AND WINTER CARE OF STOCK. 
Simply feeding and watering stock during that 
season of the year that they are obliged to be kept 
in yards and stalls, does not constitute care; and 
as a general thing our farmers neglect to perform 
these simple but important duties which their 
farm stock require at their hands. Gvod feed 
and clean water are the two most prominent 
wants; but the good farmer will not only provide 
these—he will have a warm and comfortable sta- 
ble; he will furnish a good bedding for the cold 
nights of winter, and will bestow each day a 
faithful carding upon his stock, all of which will 
amply repay him for the time and care thus ex- 
pended. The usefulness and value of horses and 
working oxen will also be greatly influenced by 
the treatment and kind of care which they have 
bestowed upon them by theirowners. Guvod care, 
we do not now mean feeding, will prolong the 
life of animals, and it is in fact the foundation of 
the science which we term veterinary—for an an- 
imal receiving kind care will as a matter of course 
be healthy and in good condition, while stock 
which does not receive this, are in a fair way to 
be diseased, and not in a condition to be thrifty. 
A few words now, upon this topic. 

Cattle should receive the same treatment now 
that they have in winter—that is, they should be 
stabled every night. Not only to be protected 
from the inclemency of the fall storms and damp 
nights, but that the urine and manure may be se- 
cured from the weather by means of a shed or 
cellar, and thus greatly add to the quality and 
bulk of the manure heap. Muck, loam, leaves, 
&c., may be used for a litter and as an absorbent. 
Cows, especially at this season, require kind care, 
a warm stable, wholesome and nutritious food ;* 
and such as are with calf should be provided for 
in a more kindly manner than all this; but one 
fact should be remembered—a large extra amount 
of feeding will not make up for a cold stable. 





Sheep must be kept from wet as much as possi- 
ble. Cold“rains in the fall months are to be 
avoided, and they should never be suffered to be 
outin them. They are liable to take cold, which 
at this time they may be long in rec»very from. 
Sheep also require to be separated and divided, 
keeping them in places where the weaker ones 
may receive extra care, and where better feed can 
be given them. A little pains and precaution in 
this respect, will greatly promote their comfort, 


‘and it may also save the lives of many of the flock. 


Horses, perhaps, receive better attention than 
other stock on the farm, and yet care is often 
wanting in this matter. They are, it is true, for 
the service of man, and are given him to perform 
labor; this labor does not injure them if it is con- 
sistent and reasonable. It is the after care which 
tells on their health and soundness. To drivea 
horse several miles of a winter evening, and then 
let him remain in the cold without a protection 
from the weather, is inhuman treatment; and to 
stable him after such a drive, without a good rub- 
bing anda warm bedding is also wrong. Let 
these things be thought of. ‘*The merciful man 
is merciful to his beast.”’—Countrg Gentleman. 





” PLANTING POTATOES IN THE FALL. 


Mr. E. O. Bundy, of Oxford, Chenango Co., 
N. Y., writes to the Genesee Farmer that he 
plants his potatoes in the fall, and obtains larger 
crops, and larger, earlier and better flavored po- 
tatoes than when planted in the spring. His 
method of planting is as follows: 

‘*Select a piece of dry ground, prepare it as for 
spring planting, any time in the fall when the 
ground is in good order, taking care to plant the 
potatoes a little deeper than in the spring plant- 
ing. Throw a shovel full of coarse manure upon, 
or, still better, into each hill; or, better still, cov- 
the surface of the ground with a coat of straw, 
where mice are not too plentiful. Thestraw helps 
to protect ; the potatoes scarcely need hoeing or 
plowing.”’ 

Mr. B. says he has raised potatoes in this way 





for several years past, and they are invariably 
free from the rot, and at least two weeks earlier, 
and two or three sizes larger than in spring plant- 
ing. : 


Haine State Hair, 


REPORT 





OF COMMITTEE 
ON 
Ayrshires, Jerseys and Galloways. 


The classes of cattle which your committee 
have had the pleasure to examine and upon 
which they are desired to award premiums, in 
accordance to the rules of the Society, are of 
recent introduction into this State. 

They are looked upon with favor by a few, 
who, more trustful and enterprising than many, 
| have taken the pains and incurred the expense of 
| giving them a trial, with a view of obtaining for 
| themselves directly, and for the State indirectly, 


| 





N. Dennis; a beautiful heifer calf by S. H. Glass; | the particular benefits and advantages which each 
aN. , s . ° >| ° 


class naturally affords. 

It is proper here to speak in high commenda- 
tion of the liberal, and we think, very wise and 
judicious policy of the managers of the State 
Society, in making their schedule of premiums 
open to all the different breeds and races of farm 
stock and inviting competition in them all. 

This course is virtually saying to the farmers of 
Maine, we wish to make no invidious distinctions 
in your varied pursuits. Be persuaded in your 
own mind which class of cattle or stock will best 
meet your wants, and strive for pre-eminent ex- 
cellence therein ; and to stimulate and encourage 
your labors, we appropriate a share of the So- 
ciety’s means to be awarded to you as testimoni- 
als of your skill and faithful industry in your 
special department. 

This liberal policy bas had a wonderful effect in 
bringing out to our shows, for the last two years, 
a greater variety of excellent stock than is usually 
met with in exhibitions of this kind. In look- 
ing over the returns of the several State exhibi- 
tions, we find but very few of them where all the 
breeds and races of cattle are represented. 

The classes submitted to our examination and 
adjudication, were the Ayrshires, Jerseys and 
Galloways. 

The Ayrshires are a breed of comparative re- 
cent origin, brought about by the labors of breed- 
ers in the county of Ayr, in Scotland. Their 
specialty is for dairy purposes, and they have 
become somewhat celebrated for their pruperty 
or characteristic of giving a large flow of milk : 
at the same time, it is claimed for them beautiful 
symmetry of form, hardiness of constitution, and 
good feeding capacity. That the breeders of 
Scotland have obtained in combination these 
properties in a remarkable degree, cannot be de- 
nied. Whether the breeders of New England 
who have obtained this breed, will keep up these 
characteristics, or whether our peculiarities of 
climate will be favorable for them, remains to be 
shown as the results of further careful trials. 

There were but few specimens of the pure breed 
presented, but those we suw were, in the opinion 
of your committee, very good. The cows pre- 
sented by S. L. Goodale and O. W. Straw, were 
of great excellence. 

The next class of cattle which came under our 

review, was the Jerseys. This is beyond question 
a race, rather than a breed, possessing yery pe- 
culiar and well-detined characteristics. 
The Jerseys have been imported from an island 
of the same name in the British Channel, near 
the coast of France. They were introduced over 
thirty years ago, from the Channel islands, viz : 
Alderney, Guernsey and Jersey. Their specialty 
is the property of giving a fair quantity of ex- 
ceedingly rich milk. This renders them valuable 
in the batter dairies, and for this purpose, not- 
withstanding the profusion of sneers and taunts 
which are thrown upon them to an unlimited 
amount, they are highly prized by those whose 
wants require rich stores of cream. For this 
purpose, your committee have no doubt they are 
very superior. They are, therefore, as a dairy 
breed, worthy of attention. 

There were many very fine specimens of the Jer- 
seys presented for the premiums, and also for ex- 
hibition only. Some of them, however, gave evi- 
dence of the severity of the drouth in the early 
fall. 

On farms where the making of butter is an 
object of pursuit and profit, your committee have 
no doubt that an infusion of Jersey blood will be 
likely to secure richness of milk and high-flavor- 
ed delicious butter. 

Your committee have seen with regret, and 
long heard the lamentations of Jovers of good 
butter, that, just in proportion as the native 
cow has been improved by the infusion of Dur- 
ham blood, the butter has depreciated in quality, 
for the last twenty years ; and they feel that they 
can congratulate your Society and the farmers of 
the State, that, in the Jersey race, you have the 
means, not only of bringing the butter back to 
its original goodness, but to a fur superior ex- 
cellence. 

Objections have been made that they do not 
make much beef. Their feeding properties are 
charged against them, as a fault in so small an 
animal. Their fattening properties, when not 
giving milk, we believe, have been admitted ; and 
a Jersey cow, which gives milk that makes three 
thousands pounds of butter, when in old age is 
killed, what matter is it whether she weighs six 
hundred or nine hundred pounds. 

A majority of farmers who have but little 
heavy ox-work to do, may find them profitable as 
working oxen, as they are hardy, intelligent and 
active; and, in the opinion of your committee, 
will do more common farm-work than the slow- 
moulded, lymphatic, big oxen. And those farm- 
ers who raise great steers to look at and brag 
over, and who keep another yoke of oxen to do 
the work, may find the Jersey ox very useful for 
that purpose. 

There was a cow, eight years old, presented as 
a grade Jersey by W. A. P. Dillingham. From 
her age, and the absence of pedigree, the com- 
mittee had doubts of her being a grade Jersey. 

The committee were glad to see upon the 
grounds again, the full blood imported Ayrshire 
bull, Lord Marmion, bred and formerly owned by 
J. D. Lang of Vassalborough. He was brought 
upon the grounds by his present owner for exhi- 
bition only, and to allow him to greet his Ayr- 
shire cousins recently imported into the State by 
S. L. Goodale and others. 

Also the two bulls of Dr. Holmes—-Butter Boy 
and Tippoo. Butter Boy has so often been here 





that ho could not keep away, possessing, as he 


does, the consciousness of having been the father 
of more butter cows than any bull in the State. 

The next class which we examined, was the 
Galloways. 

The specimens of the Galloway cow exhibited 
to your committee, were grade, bred by chance, 
with no reference to any result; therefore, your 
committee find themselves without any index or 
guide to the peculiar properties of the pure Gual- 
loway. They are described at considerable length 
by Youatt & Martin in their history of the vari- 
ous races of cattle, which can be consulted by 
any one who will take pains to get the work. 
We understand that, recently, a herd of this 
breed, or race, has been purchased in Scotland, 
by an experienced stock man, and imported into 
Massachusetts. Those who funcy the breed can, 
probably, soon obtain them; and experience 
alone must determine their adaptation to the 
climate of Maine and the wants of the farmer. 

Your committee cannot clese this report with- 
out condemning the cruel mutilation of some-of 
the stock, exhibited on the Fuir grounds, by cut- 
ting off the horns near the middle; and we 
we would notify those farmers who have great 


brass balls are to be obtained to any extent. 


Samve.t’ Woop, 
Ouiver GovuLp, 
Jxo. Rocers, 


County Shows. 


KENNEBEC AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


In the Farmer of Nov. 3, was published a list 
of the premiums awarded at the Show and Fair of 
this Society held in Readfield in October. The 
reports of the Committees have been deposited 
with us, with request to print the substance of 
them. The publication of the list of premiums, 
und the following abstract of the reports of Com- 
mittees together will affurd the reader the results 
of the Show and Fair. 

Workinc Oxen. 


Committee. 














which were deserving of premiums. 

R-adfield—S. UH. Richardson exhibited a pair 
five years old, 7 ft., strong and handsome. 
C. Vance, 6 yrs., 7 ft. 3, good strength, imperfect 


noble pair, hauling well, discipline first-rate. 1. 
N. Hunt, 6 yrs., 6 ft. 11, strength and discipline 
good. Muses Whittier, 5 yrs. 7 ft. 2, noble pair, 
good strength, imperfect discipline. Mr. 


action and discipline of highest order. 


than they looked. 
strength not great. I. B. Fillebrown, 7 yrs., 7 
valuable of any on the ground, but of imperfect 
discipline. 
‘ayette—Horace W. Hutchinson, 5 yrs., 6 ft. 
6, pretty fuir, strength and discipline good. 
Wayne—A. II. Bessee, 4 yra., 6 ft. 4, drew as 
well, weight considered, as any on the ground. 
Mt. Vernon—Stephen Ladd, 7 yrs., 7 ft. 4, 
‘*they had it in them and they did it up brown.”’ 
A yoke of oxen belonging to S. N. Watson, of 
Fayette, not entered, were ailowed to draw, and 
out-hauled anything on the ground. 
Town Teaxs. 
Oxren—Mt. Vernon exhibited some fine cattle, 
but not enough for more than passing notice. 
Readfield, 16 pairs, mostly fine and well 
matched—those of Mr. Daniel Craig extra 
matched and fine. First premium to Readfield. 
Fayette, 10 pairs, nearly equal to those of 
Readfield, not including Craig’s. Fayette could, 
and should have done better. Second premium to 
Fayette. : 
Three Years Old—Fayette 10 pairs, well 
matched, smoothly made, averaging 6 ft. 5. 
Mt Vernon, 12 pairs, well matched, not so 
smooth and firm as those of Fayette, although in- 
cluding many good and some very fine ones— 
averaging 6 ft. 5. 
Readfield, 8 pairs, averaging 6 ft. 4,some as 
evenly matched and smoothly formed as any from 
the other towns. 
Particular mention is deserved by the steers of 
Jones, Gordon, Hutchinson and Underwood, of 
Fayette; Howland of Mt. Vernon; and Dutton and 
Kent of Readfield. 
First premium to Fayette, 2d, Mt. Vernon, 3d, 
Readfield. 
For the future, premiums on 2 yrs. old, are rec- 
ommended. 
Cows, Hrrrers anp CALvEs. 
Besides awarding Mr. Jesse Wadsworth his 
premiums for Durhams, the Committee compli- 
ment the hardy nature of his stock. Regret is 
expressed that no Devons were exhibited. Neith- 
er Jerseys nor Ayrshires were presented. 
STEERS. 
Six pairs 3 yrs. old exhibited. Noah F. Hunt, 
Readfield, tovk lst premium, for a smart pair, 6 
ft. 9, well made but not well matched in color. 
Jason Ridley, Wayne, 2d premium for beautiful 
smart bright reds, 6 ft. 5. Wm. H. Carr of Fay- 
ette, exhibited a smart pair of well matched 
Herefords, showing best of disposition and train- 
ing. 
On 2 yrs. old; Moulton Bodge of Fayette took 
lst premium for well matched pair grade Here- 
fords, 6 ft. 2. Second premium to Josiah N. 
Fogg, Readfield, fur good pair grade Durhams. 
Favorable mention is made of a well trained pair 
of grade Durhams belonging to Edwin Gordon, 
Fayette, and a smart pair belonging to John D. 
Packard, Winthrop. 

Sam’! G. Fogg, Readfield, exhibited a pair of 
well matched yearling Durhams, and also a pair 
of Ayrshires. 

Horsgs. 
Wm. Beals of Winthrop, exhibited a four yrs. 
old sorrel, 1100 Ibs., an ‘*Eaton,”’ combining well 
the Messenger and Morgan. Disposition good, 
style elegant. Ist premium. Benj. Philbrick of 
Mt. Vernon, a 3 yr. old chestnut, 1030 Ibs., sired 
by the Eaton, a Witherell dam,—beautiful. 2d 
premium. Josiah Brown of Vienna, a 3 yrs. old 
sorrel, good size, Eaton, with good share of mes- 
senger, 3d premium. J. B. Williams of Win- 





fear of natural horns, that the gutta-percha or | 





The Committee report 17 entrics—fifteen of sy Tuck Faye 


Winthrop—B. F. Maxim, 6 yrs., 6 ft. 8, better! 
B. C. Gardner, 6 yrs., | 





throp, a 4 yrs. old chéstnut, 1150 lbs., almost as 
good an animal as the Brown colt. 
“Mt. Vernon, a handsome English Morgan, 960 
lbs. S. A. Norton, Readfield, a beautiful and 
‘compact animal of great power. S. M. Gove of 
' Readfield, a black “Indian Chief,’ 4 yrs. old, 
/1000 lbs., sired by Lewis horse, dam descended 
from an English horse. Ii. N. Hunt of Readfield, 
/black Morgan, 4 yrs., 1000 lbs., great compact- 
‘ness and for hard service, cheapness of keeping, 
_&e., shows good promise. G. B. Whitney, Eust 
Winthrop also a fine animal. 

Matched—First premium to C. G. Jackson, of 
Winthrop, 2d to Josiah Brown of Vienna. H. 
N. Hunt of Readfield, exhibited a pair of hand- 

some bay mares, for which the Committee regret 
that there was not another premium to bestow. 
Carriage—W . C. Jones of Fayette, dapple grey 
gelding, messenger, 4 yrs., 1085, lst premium. 





' 


Lloyd H. Snell of East Winthrop, sorrel gelding, 


4 yrs., Eaton, 2d prem. The matched and car- 
riage horses generally are the subjects of praise 
by the Committee. 


| Speed—The list of premiums being already pub- 


lished, makes it unnecessary fur further remark 
here. 

Breeding Mares and Colts—See published list 
of premiums. A large number was entered, and 
the Committee regret that no more premiums 
were offered. 

Sheep—There were but two entries. Se pub- 
lished premiums. Obadiah Whittier, of Vienna, 
exhibited a noble South Down back, 3 yrs., 235 
lbs., from Cambridgeshire stock, sire and dam 





| both having received prizes from the Royal Socie- 
| ty, England. 
| tion and extra fattening qualities. Fleece weighed 


This animal has a hardy constitu- 


10 lbs. when he was two years old. Mr. W. also 
exhibited eight of his buck’s lambs—but they ar- 
rived too late for entry. 

Swine—See published premiums. 

VEGETABLES AND Corn. 

There were 17 entries of corn ; largest and best 
lot by Ilenry Dudley, Readfield. 2d best, by J. 
Ridley, Wayne. Nice lots also by II. O. White, 
L. Davis, and Dan’] Hanscom, of Readfield, and 
tte. There were several entries of 


| potatoes—only two worth premiums—those of 


‘ |Gilman Hawes, Readfield, best, and S. W. Jen- 
ieo. | 


nings, North Wayne, 2d best. Best squashes, G, 


|B. Kittredge; 2d, Mr. Phineas Morrill. Garden 
discipline. J. N. Fogg, 5 yrs., 6 ft. 8, matched | vegetables, best lot, S. C. Whittier, 2d, Il. J. 
heauties, good as could be desired. Geo. M. Lane, | x 
5 yrs., 7 ft. 1, well matched, discipline good, | 
strength great. HI. O. White, 7 yrs., 7 ft. 4, a| 


ickersor, who also exhibited a nice sample of 
wheat. David C. Williams, of Readfield, exhibi- 
ted a good sample of rye. 

Fruits anp FLowers. 
The report of the Committee, is, considering 


Ww ;the numerous subjects with which it deals, de- 
: , .* serving of publication without abridgment. And 
said they had not been on a drag since last spring. | go P c 


Henry Dudley, 4 yrs., 6 ft. 11, great strength, | 


80, like Paul, the worthy Chairman is permitted 
to speak fur himself. 

The Committee on Fruit and Flowers submit 
the following report: 


‘Brevity is the soul of wit.’’ Inspired by the 


ft. 4, fat, handsome, and well matched—most spirit of this maxim, or influenced by their fears 


of the progressive power of the printer, your 
Trustees have instrueted committees, with pleas- 
ing plairiness, to practice, in their reports, the 
above virtue. Being taught by observation, that, 
if deemed lengthy beyond certain, or rather uncer- 
tain limits, reports can be ‘*quartered’’ as well as 
criminals, your committee will endeavor to con- 
form to iostructions, and compress their report 
into limits sufficiently limited to suit the taste of 


any inveterate follower of the Procustean princi- 


ple, or the wishes of any diciple of Faust. In 
thus performing our task in fetters, notwithstand- 
ing the fruitful subject of fruit, all general re- 
marks touching the present prospects, pecuniary 
profits, or pleasures of Pomology, must, we con- 
ceive, be ignored; and however flowery the theme 
of flowers, all flowers of rhetoric must, for a like 
reason, be left unplucked to ‘‘ waste their fragrance 
on the desert air.’’ 

The list handed to your Committee, contained 
many articles, which were neither Fruit nor Flow- 
ers, but, es ‘they were were good for food, and 
added a pleasing variety to our repast, we did not 
demur thereat; and hope the Incidental Committee 
from whom they were withheld, will, in considera- 
tion of the liberal addition to their rather scanty 
bill of fare, which we generously granted them, 
acquiesce in the tra isfer. 

Of Winter Apples, there were three entries. 
To No. 77, S. N. Watson Fayette, we award the 
Society’s first premium. To No. 135 J. F. Jen- 
nings N. Wayne, the second,—and to No. 171 L. 
Armstrong, Readfield, the third. 

There were also three of Fall Apples. To No. 
76, 8. N. Watson we award the first, and to No. 
134, J. F. Jennings the second. Had there been 
another premium offered your Committee would 
gladly have bestowed it upon the other specimen, 
No. 89, T. B. White, Readfield. 

Of Pears also, there were three entries,—and of 
the superior quality of each variety, your Com- 
mittee expressed their opinion in a manner not to 
be misunderstood—it being by acts, rather than 
words. Wecheerfully award the first prenium to 
No. 213, H. S. Nickerson, and second to No. 214, 
not only for their excellence, but to renumerate 
the owner for the quality comsumed in coming to 
a decision upon their merits. For two reasons 
we do not award a premium on the other lot. 
First not being in an eatable condition, the quan- 
tity is but litcle diminished, and the second we 
had no further premiums to bestow. 

Of Grapes, there were also, just three lots 
offered, coming within the rules, so as to be 
eligible to premiums. They were No. 9, 192 and 
234. The last were a lot of Concord grapes, 
very large and fair, and fully ripe, showing that 
that variety is somewhat earlier than the Isabella, 
of which last variety were the first two lots. We 
award the Society’s only premium on Grapes to 
No. 234, Col. C. A. Wing, Winthrop, although 
the others were very excellent. There were, in 
addition, two very large lots produced by S. Aus- 
tin Esq. of West Gardiner. They were the Isa- 
bella variety, and very large and fair; and, if the 
Society was rich, we would recommend a gratiity 
therefor. 

There were no specimens of Plums offered. 

The two Boquets of Flowers, alhough quite 
pret:y, were not of excellence to justify the com- 
mittee in awarding them premiums, excep | 
through a deeire to please the ladies, a motiv.; 
not recognized by our masters, the Trustees. 





Two Pots’of Flowers graced the tables, and, hav 


J. F. Blunt, 


| we premiums to offer, we would cheerfully award 
one for each; but as it is, we trust the owners of 
them find o far richer reward in the pleasure de- 
rived from their cultivation, than any we could 
bestow. 

No. 90 was labelled ‘*Ground Cherries,’’ but 
‘your Committee thought them Strawberry To- 
|matoes, and accordingly bestowed upon them all 
the prize offered for the latter article. 

One lot of Quince, No. .96, C. F. Tapley 
Wayne, was very fine, and we would recommend 
& gratuity to compensate the owner for his 
trouble in demonstrating that such fruit can be 
grown even in cold and sterile Maine. 

No. 123, one Jar of Pickles, Mrs. P. Morrill 
Readfield, that 1ooked the very personification of 
‘acidity. No. 124, was a Jar of Currant Jelly; 
| No. 125, a Jar of Thimble Berries; 126, do. 
| Strawherries ; and 127, do. Raspberries. Your 
| Committee ‘speak what they do know,’’ when 
| they affirm the excellent quality of the above tak- 
jen collectively or individually, and each member 
|expressed his thanks for the pleasure experienced 
jin their examination, and hopes the Society will 
grant a gratuity foreach article. 165 Mrs. B. 
| King Winthrop, a sample of Maple Sugar, beau- 
tiful and delicious, and was accompanied by a 
sample of Maple Syrup No. 166, Mrs. B. King 
| Winthrop, equally nice, and pleasant to the taste, 
and we feel to congratulate the manufacturer on 
her success, and hope that more may engage in 
'the manufucture of these articles as a regular, 
und we trust a profitable business. ‘:A penny 
saved’’ &. 

A dish of last year’s apples, J. L. Fairbanks 
Winthrop, No. 226, proved by their freshness, 
that the apples of Maine possess lasting proper- 
| ties, excelled by none, if the art of perservation 
| were only understood and properly applied; as in 
the present instaace. 

Just as your Committee were completing their 
list, and, consequently their labors, they were in- 
|vited to examine a lot of cordials from the labor- 
latory of Dr. Fairbanks, of Winthrop. Maple 
‘Syrup, Strawberry Syrup, Blackberry Syrup, 
| Blackberry Jam, Elderberry Wine, and Black- 
berry Wine, we met ‘face to face.”” Each vari- 
ety as it was tested seemed superior to its prede- 
leexsor, until the Blackberry Wine was reached, 
| when all doubts of its superiority were removed. 
| Theapprobation felt was unmistakably expressed 
| hy the sparkling eye and beaming countenance. 
| [ts effects were exhilarating. It inspired a feeling 
of pity and benevolence, so much so that some of 
the Cummittee were moved to alleviate the mem- 
bers of the Incidental Committee whom they dis- 
covered not far away feeding on busks as it were, 
gloomy and sad, destitute and dispirited. Its ef- 
fects were magical. It revived the desponding, 
and cheered the down hearted. Much more we 
could and would say in praise of the Dr’s wine, 
were it not that inferences, unfavorable to the 
character of your Committee might be drawn 
therefrom. Hence we forbear, hoping, should 
we again be pressed into service, to have the 
pleasure of cordially greeting the Dr. and his 
cordials. Respectfully submitted. 

Per Order. W. H. Panu. 











HANCOCK SOCIETY. 


This Society held its second annual Exhibition 
at Ellsworth, Oct. llth, 12th and 13th. Han- 
cock claims the first organized Agricultura] So- 
ciety in the State, which, after flourishing for a 
time, some thirty-five years since, died for ‘‘want 
of breath,”’ and every attempt to resuscitate tho 
same, or start anew, seemed to recall ifs spirit to 
thwart and alarm. During the winter of 1857, 
our legislative delegation, not having the fear of 
ghosts and hobgoblins before their eyes, united 
their efforts and succeeded in obtaining from an 
exceedingly cautious committee, an act of incor- 
poration. Home they came to have their ‘‘ardor 
damped’’ in limine with ‘*cold water’’ thrown by 
those from whom they had a right to expect bet- 
ter things. That old society turned up to check 
the wheels. ‘It might be a political move.’’ 
**Hancock had nothing to publicly exhibit, ex- 
cepting its poverty, and that was already suffi- 
ciently exposed.’’ + 

‘* And thus the croakers croaked.” 

As every dog must have his day, we anti-‘‘good- 
old-way-folks’’ wanted ours. With the will 
opened the way for an organized Society respect- 
able in character and numbers. Our fist exhi- 
bition, planned by those who were novices in the 
business—with the Cattle Show at one point, the 
trotting at another, and the crops, &., at yet 
another—was a perfect success ; a sight at either 
point was conclusive testimony that poverty no 
longer held undisputed sway. Farmers, me- 
chanics and professional men were easily induced 
to lend their aid, influence and dollar, followed, 
as matter-of-course, by a demand for permanently 
located ‘*Grounds’’ to secure ourselves at once 
against ‘‘intestine feads.’’ 

Last spring, the Trustees succeeded in leasing, 
for 40 years, with the right to purchase within 8 
years, a 13-acre lot on ‘* Beal’s Hill,’’ Ellsworth, 
which during the season has been inclosed with 
a good board fence 7 feet high. A first rate half- 
mile trotting course, 35 feet wide. A reservoir, 
16 feet in the ‘‘clear,’’ has been sunk. One of 
the prettiest ‘* judges’ stands”’ in the State, built. 
Ticket office, music stand, stalls, flag staff (160 
feet high) erected, and other fixings, at a cost of 
$1500. Added to this were some $700 offered 
for premiums, making our whole liabilities up- 
ward of $2000. 

The first day of the Fair, although the entries 
of horses and cattle exceeded our expectations, 
the number of spectators fell far short, the re- 
ceipts being only $212, which, when compared 
with the sum of $2000 absvlutely required, gave 
a decidedly blue look to our financial character. 
But during the two remaining days, fortane 
favored, and the Show ended without leaving the 
Society hampered with a hopeless debt. 

A ‘bird's-eye view’’ of the sights and scones of 
the Fair, settles the question that even in sterile 
Hancock ‘‘farming will pay.’’ The entries of 
horses, stock and sheep, will favorably compare 
with ‘Old Kennebec’’ herself. Our recognized 
stock-raisers were surprised to know that such 
‘handsome cattle’’ could be raised here—a- fact 
but for this organized effort they must have re- 
mained in ignorance of for a long time to come. 
One of the most pleasing evidences that the So- 
ciety is exerting a wholesome influence in devel- 
oping ‘our resources and capabilities, is seen in 











